
SHRI SOMANNA

 Shri Somanna, belonging to PVTG tribal group Jenukuruba of Mysore district is 
known for his works for tribal persons.

2. Born on 1  June, 1957, Shri Somanna lost his father at the age of two due to illness. st

He studied only up to fourth standard and to take care of his mother he left the school and 
started working as bonded labourer in the neighboring agriculture family. Till the age of 18 
years he worked as bonded labourer and left it in 1978 after the bonded Labour Abolition 
Act was implemented in Karnataka. He joined Dalit movement 1978. In 1981, he started 
tribal organization BKS (Budakattu Krushikara Sangha) along with his people and started 
organizing tribal communities in H.D.Kote, Saraguru and Mysore District.

3. Shri Somanna joined movements like Save Western Ghats, Narmada Movement, 
Movement against Taj Hotel which was initiated in Nagarahole National Park, Save Avenue 
Trees, Enter Forest Agitation to seek Forest Rights for Adivasis and movement demanding 
PESA-1996, FRA-2006. He helped tribal people to approach High Court for public interest 
litigation to seek justice for displaced tribal families due to Wild life Protection Act. He 
represented BKS in the High Court of Karnataka along with Development through 
Education (DEED) in 1999-2000. He got favourable order from High Court in 2009 to 
rehabilitate 3418 families. Similarly he helped tribal families to apply for Forest Rights- 
individual and community rights. 19 haadis got community forest rights and about 300 
families individual rights.

4. Shri Somanna was the President of Budakattu Krushikara Sangha (tribal peoples 
organization), H. D. Kote for 10 years from 1984 to 1994 and then he become District 
President for 4 years. He was elevated to State Indigenous Peoples Forum – Rajya 
Mulantvasi Vedike as President. During his tenure, he could mobilize nearly 6000 acres of 
agriculture land with the help of Revenue Deputy Commisioners and Tehsildars for 
displaced 1500 tribal families out of 4995 from Nagarahole National Park, Bandipur 
National Park, Kabini and Tharaka Dam area H. D. Kote and Sarguru taluks. He focused on 
providing civic amenities for tribal communities like housing, connecting roads, drinking 
water, pre and primary schools, old age pension, ration cards, ration shops etc. for the 
deprived tribal families from 125 tribal haadis covering nearly 2000 elderly persons and 
widows. He also made efforts to get ration card, Voter ID and other identity cards for 
Adivasis. He is known in all the 125 tribal haadis and 4995 forest dependent tribal families- 
Jenukuruba, Bettakuruba, Yarava and Soliga as he has responded to their needs as 
President of BKS.

5. Shri Somanna has been striving to get traditional Forest Rights and Rehabilitation 
for displaced tribal families from National parks.

Padma Shri
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in~e Jh

 eSlwj ftys ds ihohVhth tutkrh; lewg tsuqdq#ck ls lacaèk j[kus okys Jh lkseUuk dks tutkrh; yksxksa ds 
fy, fd, x, muds dk;ks± ls tkuk tkrk gSA

2 ] k-  1 twu] 1957 dks tUes  Jh lkse™ k us nks lky dh mez esa chekjh ds dkj.k vius firk dks [kks fn;kA mUgksaus 
flQZ pkSFkh d{kk rd i<+kÃ dh vkSj viuh eka dh ns[kHkky ds fy, Ldwy NksM+dj iM+kslh fdlku ifjokj esa caèkqvk 
etnwj ds :i esa dke djuk 'kq: dj fn;kA 18 o"kZ dh mez rd mUgksaus caèkqvk etnwj ds :i esa dke fd;k vkSj 1978 
esa dukZVd esa caèkqvk etnwjh mUewyu vfèkfu;e ykxw gksus ds ckn ;g dke NksM+ fn;kA og 1978 esa nfyr vkanksyu esa 
'kkfey gq,A 1981 esa] mUgksaus vius yksxksa ds lkFk vkfnoklh laxBu chds,l ¼cqMkdêw —f"kdkjk la?k½ 'kq: fd;k vkSj 
,pMhdksVs] lkjkxq# vkSj eSlwj ftys esa tutkrh; leqnk;ksa dks laxfBr djuk 'kq: fd;kA

3 k-  Jh lkse™ k if'peh ?kkV cpkvks] ueZnk vkanksyu] ukxjgksy us'kuy ikdZ esa rkt gksVy ds fuekZ.k ds f[kykQ 
vkanksyu] lso ,osU;w Vªht+] vkfnokfl;ksa dks ou vfèkdkj fnykus ds fy, ,aVj Q‚jsLV ,thVs'ku rFkk ih-bZ-,l-,-
&  ,Q-vkj-,-&1996] 2006 dh ekax djus okys vkanksyu esa 'kkfey gq,A mUgksaus oU; thou laj{k.k vfèkfu;e ds dkj.k 
foLFkkfir vkfnoklh ifjokjksa ds fy, U;k; ikus ds mís'; ls mPp U;k;ky; esa tufgr ;kfpdk nkf[ky djus esa 
tutkrh; yksxksa dh enn dhA mUgksaus 1999&2000 esa MsoyiesaV Fkzw ,tqds'ku ¼MhÃÃMh½ ds lkFk dukZVd mPp 
U;k;ky; esa chds,l dk çfrfufèkRo fd;kA 2009 esa mPp U;k;ky; us muds i{k esa 3418 ifjokjksa ds iquokZl dk 
fu.kZ; fn;kA blh rjg mUgksaus tutkrh; ifjokjksa dks ou vfèkdkj& O;fäxr vkSj lkeqnkf;d vfèkdkjksa ds fy, 
vkosnu djus esa enn dhA 19 gkfn;ksa dks lkeqnkf;d ou vfèkdkj vkSj yxHkx 300 ifjokjksa dks O;fäxr vfèkdkj 
feysA

4 k-  Jh lkse™ k 1984 ls 1994 rd 10 o"kks± rd cqMkdêq —f"kdkjk la?k ¼tutkrh; yksxksa dk laxBu½ ,pMh dksVs 
ds vè;{k jgs vkSj fQj 4 o"kks± ds fy, ftyk vè;{k cusA lkFk gh mUgsa inksUur djds LVsV bafMftul ihiqYl Qksje & 
jkT; ewyaroklh osfnds dk vè;{k cuk;k x;kA vius dk;Zdky ds nkSjku] mUgksaus jktLo mik;qäksa vkSj rglhynkjksa 
dh enn ls ukxjgksy jk"Vªh; m|ku] ckanhiqj jk"Vªh; m|ku] dkfcuh vkSj Fkjdk ckaèk {ks= ,pMhdksVs vkSj ljxq# 
rkyqd ls foLFkkfir 4995 esa ls 1500 tutkrh; ifjokjksa ds fy, yxHkx 6000 ,dM+ —f"k Hkwfe tqVkÃA mUgksaus 
tutkrh; leqnk;ksa ds fy, vkokl] laidZ lM+dsa] is;ty] çh vkSj çkbejh Ldwy] o`)koLFkk isa'ku] jk'ku dkMZ] jk'ku 
dh nqdkusa vkfn tSlh ukxfjd lqfoèkk,a miyCèk djkus ij è;ku dsafær fd;kA buesa yxHkx 2000 cqtqxks± vkSj 
foèkokvksa lfgr 125 tutkrh; gkfn;ksa ds oafpr vkfnoklh ifjokj 'kkfey FksA mUgksaus tutkrh; yksxksa ds fy, 
jk'ku dkMZ] ernkrk igpku i= vkSj vU; igpku i= cuokus ds Hkh ç;kl fd,A lHkh 125 vkfnoklh gkfn;ksa vkSj 
4995 ou vkfJr tutkrh; ifjokjksa& tsuqdq#ck ] csêkdq#ck] ;kjkok vkSj lksfyxk ds yksx mUgsa tkurs gSa D;ksafd 
mUgksaus chds,l ds vè;{k ds :i esa mudh t:jrksa dk è;ku j[kk gSA

5 k-  Jh lkse™ k ikjaifjd ou vfèkdkj vkSj jk"Vªh; m|kuksa ls foLFkkfir vkfnoklh ifjokjksa ds iquokZl ds fy, 
ç;kl djrs jgs gSaA

Jh lkse™ kk


