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SHRI SOMANNA

Shri Somanna, belonging to PVTG tribal group Jenukuruba of Mysore district is
known for his works for tribal persons.

2. Born on 1% June, 1957, Shri Somanna lost his father at the age of two due to illness.
He studied only up to fourth standard and to take care of his mother he left the school and
started working as bonded labourer in the neighboring agriculture family. Till the age of 18
years he worked as bonded labourer and left it in 1978 after the bonded Labour Abolition
Act was implemented in Karnataka. He joined Dalit movement 1978. In 1981, he started
tribal organization BKS (Budakattu Krushikara Sangha) along with his people and started
organizing tribal communities in H.D.Kote, Saraguru and Mysore District.

3. Shri Somanna joined movements like Save Western Ghats, Narmada Movement,
Movement against Taj Hotel which was initiated in Nagarahole National Park, Save Avenue
Trees, Enter Forest Agitation to seek Forest Rights for Adivasis and movement demanding
PESA-1996, FRA-2006. He helped tribal people to approach High Court for public interest
litigation to seek justice for displaced tribal families due to Wild life Protection Act. He
represented BKS in the High Court of Karnataka along with Development through
Education (DEED) in 1999-2000. He got favourable order from High Court in 2009 to
rehabilitate 3418 families. Similarly he helped tribal families to apply for Forest Rights-
individual and community rights. 19 haadis got community forest rights and about 300
families individual rights.

4, Shri Somanna was the President of Budakattu Krushikara Sangha (tribal peoples
organization), H. D. Kote for 10 years from 1984 to 1994 and then he become District
President for 4 years. He was elevated to State Indigenous Peoples Forum - Rajya
Mulantvasi Vedike as President. During his tenure, he could mobilize nearly 6000 acres of
agriculture land with the help of Revenue Deputy Commisioners and Tehsildars for
displaced 1500 tribal families out of 4995 from Nagarahole National Park, Bandipur
National Park, Kabini and Tharaka Dam area H. D. Kote and Sarguru taluks. He focused on
providing civic amenities for tribal communities like housing, connecting roads, drinking
water, pre and primary schools, old age pension, ration cards, ration shops etc. for the
deprived tribal families from 125 tribal haadis covering nearly 2000 elderly persons and
widows. He also made efforts to get ration card, Voter ID and other identity cards for
Adivasis. He is known in all the 125 tribal haadis and 4995 forest dependent tribal families-
Jenukuruba, Bettakuruba, Yarava and Soliga as he has responded to their needs as
President of BKS.

5. Shri Somanna has been striving to get traditional Forest Rights and Rehabilitation

\for displaced tribal families from National parks. /
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